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10 May 1955

MENORANDINM FOR: Travel Section/Fimence Division

SUBJECT ~: Transportation - Household Effects
Reclain Youcher for I 25X 1A92

' i. Your memorandum of 19 April 1955 requested the opinion of this

25X1A%  office as to whether DN reclain for the difference between
m,mmmxmmmammmaeffe@smm-

25X1A9a mtettheMQdm&.ewballwd. _W2,675
pounds but paid the rate for 5,000 pounds in arder to get "expedite ser-
vice". He stated that such service was essential since be could not live
in an empty house for an indefinite period and in eddition, he claims
thet any other type of service would have resulted in a billing for stor-
age for a maximum of €O days. '

2. Section 12 of Executive Order 9805, as amended by Executive
Order 10507, provides that: ;

- "mmwmmwmmaezmmmum,
pscking,mting, dreyage and unpacking of household goods
and personal effects in the case of transfers between points
within the continental Unjted States, reimbursement shall be

made to the exmployee on & commmsted besis . . ."
Eusercus opinions of the Comptroller General have held that actusl ex-

shipment of household effects between permmnent duty stations within the
contlnental United States. In 27 Comp. Gen. 236 it was held that, “under
thclmnndrmmim...thoumﬁwmimmwmwhyn
in shipping his household effects, upon & permenent trensfer of station
within the continental United States, no longer is a factor - reisburse-
ment, instead, belng authorized upon & commrted basis. It now is the
responsibllity of the employee to select whatever means of shipment best
mumm,mmmmﬁummmm, irrespective
of the method the employee may select. Thet sum, by the specific tems of
Bxecutive Oxder 9805, is to be determined from the tables prescribed there-
in, and this Office may not enlarge, by construction, the maxizum benefits
therein prescribed based upon the weight of e shipment of ¢ given amount
of goods for a given distance.”

25X1A9a 3. The fact that consideved expedite service essential in
order that be would not be inconvenienced by being without furntture for
an indefinite period and that use of such service avoided additicmal cost
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to the (overmmant for storage cammot Juatify refimbursement on a dbaais
which is contrery to law. NN +ich provides
for expenditures not specifically provided for in Agency regulations
applies culy to matters ariaing out of wwsual functions of this Agency.
B ;rcticn was the same a5 might be faced by any
Goverrment esployes and camnot be said to have arisen out of the peculiar
functions of the Agency. BEis election of expedite service was & persoml
decision and the fact that 1if he bad elected to use regular service it
worild have resulted in additiomal cost to the Governmemt for storege,
possidly eqmlling or exceeding his reclaim of $46.50, does not jJustify
payment of an amount in excess of the commrted rate set Ly law.

k. It is the opinion of this Office that there is no legal besis
for the payment of I reclain in the amount of $46.40. The
docvments pertaining to I reclsin sre retwoned herewith.
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